BRIEFHSTORYOE SULPHUERSPRINGS Supported by hewn and pegged timber truss-work and
slage unfinished plank pews, it rests on a petkaddce
CAMPIVEET'N(BQOUNDS grave| floor

Originally camp meetings lasted 4-5 days as&isihpp
d noted. But as the need for frontier religiousiahdxs
pression evolved, the sessions began to lashrakout
weeks, hence the name, “camp meting”. In shent340’
by one families who traveled some distance reewd the
for places to stay; and so several familieswaftera
Bishop Francis Asbury, credited as the circuit- structure, built cabins in horseshoe formaitnoh tiaeou
riding Methodist preacher who did the most do sprea shed to stay for the protracted camp meetirggsvefaes
Methodism in frontier America, wrote in his datedal later torn down as needs for them declined néth sho
September 16 and 17, 1802oday we rode to Cashe’s ~ meetings around 1915. The families wouldsagesin
near Jonesborough, Tennessee. | attended a damp mee in advance of the meetings’ openings and sefeup hou
ing which continued to be held for four daymathere keeping in the cabins and tents around theSilgitles
have been fifteen hundred souls preddost likely and food (chickens to be killed and dressedsafat cow
Bishop Asbury attended several of the first eingsme milk supply among other items) were brought in.
here. According to community oral histornarg Hygie
brush arbor meetings were conducted here as early
1802, as the frontier camp meeting movement spread
following the Great awakening of that timefoltaths
organized in 1820 and was usually held in lae @umm
early fall.

The Sulphur Springs Camp Meeting Site an
Shed has played a significant role in the astablsid
perpetuation of the United Methodist Churctouhrough
this Southern Appalachian region of the Umrited Stat

There were usually three services a day —
morning, afternoon and evening. The soundingng&the
horn in Biblical fashion could be heard sumikerted fo
the shed. In some cases, two or three preadtidrsidhig
forth preaching to smaller groups outside thbilshtok
main meeting went on inside. Vibrant sstfiyggt

William Milburn, one of the founders of the shouting, parading up and down the aisles amdexll m
Methodist Church in this area and a staunomistholiti of “heartfelt” testifying, shouting, paradinydgwarthe

had the idea to build a shed for shelter fawites se aisles and all manner of “heartfelt” religicssiexpr
along with a white framed church (which stoatdisn wh  accompanied the strong preaching. Religiousoat, the
now the parking lot and was subsequently tomtloewn camp meetings, nonetheless, were as much ak a socia

construction of the present church). The sh@d and event as an evangelistic gathering, like a hogyecomi
church were build in 1842 on this land purchigesed ea  family reunion, story-telling, gospel-singimyigaldat|
from Payne Squibb for $100. The shed, gsentiall rolled up into one.

same size and same place, as the present stwasure,

used until 1900 when it was replaced by theshezkent ) N ;
Some of the old hand-hewn logs from the fivetrehed annual camp meetings held the first week iredelgust

incorporated into the present structure andrciie eve ~ Y&@r- ThElistory of Washington County, Tennessee (1988)

seen today. Both the 1842 and 1900 sheds ware roof characterizes the Sulphur Springs communityh of nort

with oak shingles, which was replaced in 188&ftéth Wa_shinlglgton Crioun_ty “:B?]St h\_/vell . knowlrlmloca!ly and
kerosene lamps were replaced with electric 1§86 i nationally as the site of the historic annual Spipigs

The one-story, open-air, rectangular 74 x 4%hedmp Camp Meeting.The annual camp meetings have hosted

with gables on hipped roof gives a sense ofliftertica some of the greatest evangelists in Americdisietho
openness and focused reverence Used for weddings, dramas and other servickedthe s

still serves the needs of the community’s and regio
people.

Even today, the grounds continue to host to

1432 Gray Sulphur Springs Road
Jonesborough, Tennessee 37659
(423) 753-5631
www.campshed.com



Reverend A. Clark Jenkins is a third generation
pastor. He is a graduate of Claflin University
and The Duke Divinity School. In prior appoint-
ments, he has served St. Andrews By-The-Sea
United Methodist Church in Hilton Head,

Centenary United Methodist Church in Charles-
ton, Johns Island Parish, Mt. Zion United Meth-
odist Church in Kingstree, Emmanuel United
Methodist Church in Sumter, as Associate
Council Director for the Outreach Section of
the South Carolina Conference Council on

Ministries and as the Spartanburg District

Superintendent. He has started soup kitchens,
after-school programs, strengthened men’s
groups, and established the structure for a free
medical clinic to care for migrant workers on
Johns Island. He has also served as chair of
the Conference Board of Church and Society,
trustee of Wofford College in Spartanburg, was
a three-time delegate to the Southeastern Juris-
dictional Conference and was a delegate to the

2004 General Conference. He is currently
serving as Senior Pastor at First Broad Street
United Methodist Church in Kingsport, Tennes-
see.

Reverend Jenkins is married to Carolyn
Jenkins, Ed. D. Carolyn is an Information Tech-
nologist and Media Specialist. She is employed
at Hilton Head High School. She has also
taught English and reading in both public

schools and at several technical colleges. She -

has received a number of outstanding teacher

and alumni awards. Carolyn earned her doctor- .

ate in curriculum and instruction at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina.

The Jenkins have two adult children, Jeremy .

and Carmel.

Directions to Sulphur Springs Camp Meeting

Youth Rally
Sunday Afternoon
August 3, 2008
5:00 P. M. Pizza Supper provided
5:30 P. M.

Special Features This Year

Worship and Praise Music

Special dedication of Historic Marker
Sunday evening

Congregational singing beginning at 7:
P.M. each evening led by Jimmy Sherrod
Full nursery care provided

Audio of each evening service available ¢
nominal cost

Special Presentations—Local and Dist
Camp Meeting Supporters on Tuesday

Ice Cream Social after Monday night sen
Special guests with us on Sunday evening
Schedule Each Evening

7:00 P. M. We will worship with music e:
evening led by Jimmy Sherrod.

7:30 P. M. Worship Service
Special Children’s Program

Each evening there will be structured wors
activities for childiegyes 5-8at 7:30 P.M. in

the Community Ministry Center. Our childre
worship leader will be leading the children in
KJAM StudiKids, Jesus and M&ting your

children and help them to learn the historical
nificance of the Sulphur Springs Camp Meet



